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Do you prefer home 
learning to being at school?
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Since then, most children and 
teenagers have been carrying on their 
learning at home in lockdown. And now 
talk has turned to when school might 
get back to normal, but there doesn’t 
seem to be an immediate answer.

“I can’t give you a date,” says 
schools boss Gavin Williamson, the 
Government’s Educati on Secretary. “Of 
course, I want nothing more than to get 
schools back to normal, make sure that 
children are sat around learning and 
experiencing the joy of being at school.”

But he said the Government needed 

to be confi dent any changes made did 
not risk a second peak of infecti ons. 
More than 80,000 teachers have 
signed a peti ti on asking for schools to 
be opened only when it is safe.

“We will consider how best to reopen 
schools, nurseries and colleges when 
the ti me is right,” said Mr Williamson.

The situati on is likely to be the same 
for the whole of the UK. Scotland’s 
Educati on Secretary, John Swinney, 
said that schools there will be closed 
unti l “at least” the summer.

There has even been talk of schools 
opening over summer so that pupils can 
catch up, but Mr Williamson says there 

are currently no plans to do so.
Some of Britain’s leading 

state schools joined together on
Monday to open the Oak Nati onal 
Academy. It’s led by 40 teachers who 
have put together 180 video lessons 
and resources each week for any 
teacher in the country to use.

First News is also making its
school resources available for free 
at schools.fi rstnews.co.uk.

Mr Williamson said he, too, was doing 
as much as he could to support children 
learning from home; laptops have been 
ordered to help disadvantaged young 
people who sit key exams next year 

and don’t have a computer at home.
He had a special message directly 

for children: “I wanted to say to you 
how sorry I am that you have had your 
educati on disrupted in this way.

“I know how hard it must be and I 
would like to thank you for making the 
adjustments you have had to make. I 
know you will be missing your friends, 
your teachers and your lessons. I want 
you to know that you are an important 
part of this fi ght too and I cannot thank 
you enough for all that you are doing.” 

Meanwhile, First News readers have 
been telling us how they feel about 
being off  school – see pages 22-23.

by editor in chief Nicky Cox
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Gavin Williamson

Strong willpower and sense of purpose (noun 13)

Taking on challenges so people will donate to help a charity or organisation (noun 11)

Give a special award; show respect and admiration (verb 6)

A frame, with four legs on wheels, to help people walk (noun 6)

Encouraged; motivated (verb 8)

A commanding officer in the armed forces (noun 7)

A task that needs great physical and mental effort (noun 9)

Humble; small in amount (noun 6)

Captain

challenge

walker

inspired

modest

determination

honour

fundraising

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Tom – as he is now known to 
millions of people – thought he’d raise some 
money to thank the doctors and nurses who 
are working so hard in the NHS, by walking 
100 lengths of his garden. It’s no small  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ for someone of his age, 
especially using a wheeled _ _ _ _ _ _.  

Setting off on 10 April, he planned to 
finish by his 100th birthday on 30 April, but 
managed to complete the challenge 14 days 
early! People were so _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ by his 
kind gesture and  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
that money began to flood in to the fund 
that had been set up, quickly reaching 
millions of pounds. 

Celebrities and stars chipped in, not least 

Piers Morgan, the Good Morning Britain 
presenter, who donated £10,000. 

Since then, Tom has been praised by 
Health Secretary Matt Hancock, and the 
prime minister has said he is looking at a way 
to _ _ _ _ _ _ him. 

Captain Tom probably never thought 
that he would have a chart hit at his age 
either. Along with the singer Michael Ball 
and the NHS Voices of Care Choir, he has 
released a version of You’ll Never Walk 
Alone, which has topped the UK charts.

His slogan for _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ is 
‘tomorrow will be a good day’ and for Captain 
Tom there have been a lot of unexpectedly 
good days over the past couple of weeks.

WHEN 99-year-old Captain Tom Moore decided to try to raise 
£1,000 for the NHS by walking round his garden, the ex-soldier  
could never have imagined that his  _ _ _ _ _ _ target would actually 
reach £26 million, and counting.
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