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A TEACHER is being hailed as a local hero for walking fi ve miles every 
day to make sure disadvantaged children get a proper lunch during the 
coronavirus lockdown.
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Every morning, Zane Powles delivers 78 packed 
lunches to children who get free school meals. Each 
one has a sandwich, a packet of crisps, a biscuit and 
an apple. At every house he leaves the food on the 
doorstep, knocks on the door and steps back to 
the pavement.

The assistant headteacher at Western Primary 
School in Grimsby says: “It encourages parents to 
stay in their homes with their children, and keeps 
everyone safe.”

Mr Powles has been doing his round since the 
lockdown began and has become something of a 
legend in the area, with several colourful posters 
praising him. One reads: “Well done, Mr Powles!”

But he says he doesn’t think of himself as 
a local hero.

“My job is the welfare of children,
and educati ng them,” said Mr Powles. “In these 
ti mes I’m just doing it in a diff erent way.”

Meanwhile, with the lockdown extended, the 
Food Foundati on charity says that 1.5 million Britons 
have reported not eati ng for a whole day because 
they had no money or way to get food. And three 
million people said they were in households where 
someone had been forced to skip some meals. 

Other chariti es running food banks say they are 
struggling with a huge rise in people coming to
them for emergency parcels because they have
lost their jobs during the coronavirus pandemic,
or can’t travel to food stores.

During such ti mes, it’s been heart-warming 
to see how communiti es are pulling together.

Tell us about
your coronavirus local

heroes, like Zane Powles, at 
newsdesk@fi rstnews.co.uk

putti  ng ‘Local Hero’ 
in the subject box
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